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History of the Bill Lawry Oval Pavilion project

The Bill Lawry Oval precinct is one of Darebin’s regional-level sporting facilities and is home to the Northcote Park Football Netball and Club, Northcote Cricket Club and Darebin Women’s Sports Club. In addition to these clubs, our vision is to make this a facility that all community members can be at home in.

Structural engineering advice indicated that the grandstand and the sporting pavilion have come to the end of their service life, which presents an opportunity to revitalise the facility and increase community access.

As part of its Capital Works Program, Council has allocated funds to ensure the facilities at Bill Lawry Oval are fit for purpose.

During September 2020 Council sought feedback from community for the preliminary project scope to help shape the project.  Council carefully considered all comments received and sought further advice on the building’s structural condition and heritage advice which has informed the next steps of the project. 

Feedback Summary from the Community Engagement Consultation in September 2020:

The consultation process sought to gather feedback on the draft proposal of the Bill Lawry Oval Redevelopment.

Some of the themes that came through via the comments received are listed below.

	Theme
	Response/ Information

	Better Integration between BLO and Oldis Gardens
	As part of the design competition we will ask interested architects to come up with design solutions that facilitate better integration between Bill Lawry Oval and Oldis gardens Consideration will be given to the building orientation, enhancing linkages, the streetscape and movement throughout the precinct.

	Community Bookings at Bill Lawry Oval
	We heard that designing flexible spaces so that the facilities within a new pavilion can cater for a wide range of community purposes is a great idea. As part of the redevelopment we will strive to ensure spaces are multi-purpose’ so they can be booked by the community for a variety of different activities like yoga classes, senior citizens activities, meetings, workshops. In creating a multipurpose community facility, we will provide much needed additional space suitable for hire in the south of Darebin.

	The future of the grandstand
	To inform decision making about how we best invest in redeveloping the facilities at Bill Lawry Oval, we have sought further advice on the building’s structural condition and heritage advice. Taking into account all the information received, we intend to lodge a planning permit to demolish the grandstand. The planning permit process is governed by Council’s planning scheme, so there will be a further opportunity for community input in this statutory process.

	Remove barbed wire fencing 
	We heard that the current perimeter fencing is uninviting and impacts on the amenity of the oval. In response to this feedback we will explore options to remove or redevelop the fencing through this project.

	Parking 
	We understand that car parking is a concern for local residents and users of the precinct. At present, there are no plans to change car parking arrangements within the surrounding precinct. There are 20 unrestricted parking bays directly adjacent to Bill Lawry Oval on Westgarth Street. There are no current plans to change parking restrictions along this section of Westgarth Street.


From March to June 2021 of this year Council embarked on a two-stage design competition to engage an architect for the project.  

Brand Architects, a multi-award-winning Melbourne based firm Brand Architects won the competition and was appointed as the lead design consultant for the development.
