
Council recognises that we are in a state of climate emergency. Unless we 
restore a safe climate at emergency speed, there will be dramatic and negative 
impacts on our community and around the world. We are already seeing more 
intense and frequent heatwaves, heavy rainfall and flooding, the bleaching 
of the Great Barrier Reef, extreme fire weather and more bushfires. 

Our best hope of securing our future is to 
move into emergency mode. Darebin Council 
is committed to urgent action to make our 
planet safe for ourselves, our children and 
future generations. Council has developed 
this Climate Emergency Plan to work 
together with our community and other levels 
of government to restore a safe climate.

Eliminating emissions
To avert or reduce the effects of climate 
change, we need to stop emitting 
greenhouse gases and remove the excess 
emissions already in the atmosphere. 
Greenhouse gases are produced when fossil 
fuels are burned to create energy to power 
our homes and businesses, and run vehicles 
and machinery. Eliminating our emissions 
will involve: ambitious energy efficiency 
(decreasing the energy we use in the first 
place); getting our electricity from renewable 
sources (such as solar); moving away from 
gas; and moving to transport powered by 
renewable energy, and cycling and walking. 

This is a breakdown of where our carbon 
emissions in Darebin are coming from:

Darebin Community Emissions 2015/16
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■	 Commercial/ 
Industrial – Gas 7% 

■	 Waste 1%

■	 Commercial/ 
Industrial – 
Electricity 39% 

■	 Transport 18%

■	 Residential – 
Electricity 23%

■	 Residential –  
Gas 12%



Our new Climate Emergency Plan includes actions to:
•	 double solar in Darebin over the next 5 years
•	 establish Climate Emergency Darebin
•	 support homes and businesses to be more energy efficient
•	 call on other levels of government to join us in responding to  

the climate emergency 
•	 review all Council programs and policies to ensure alignment  

with our Climate Emergency commitment.

Darebin Council can lead the way. We can 
work with other councils to show what is 
possible at the local level. We can influence 
cities around Australia through the Cities 
Power Partnership and around the world 
through the Global Covenant of Mayors for 
Climate and Energy. Some of the largest 
changes, like 100% renewable energy, and 
leaving fossil fuels in the ground, require action 
from state and federal levels of government. 
We will build support for strong action in our 
local area and work with community groups 
and other councils to advocate for change 
at the state and federal levels. 

Our goals are to:

•	 provide maximum protection for the 
community of Darebin and for people, 
civilisation and species globally, especially 
the most vulnerable 

•	 restore a safe climate at emergency speed 
by eliminating greenhouse emissions and 
enabling drawdown of excess carbon 
dioxide greenhouse gases in the air

•	 encourage research to find safe ways to 
protect people, species and civilisation 
from near-term dangerous temperatures, 
while zero emission and carbon dioxide 
drawdown strategies are being enacted

•	 enable our community to be resilient in 
the face of any unavoidable dangerous 
climate impacts 

•	 engage, empower and mobilise governments, 
communities and organisations to take 
action on and achieve these goals with 
certainty and at emergency speed.

Action taken so far
Council has already taken action by: 

•	 providing solar panels for 500 low-income and pensioner households and 
community groups through our award-winning Solar$aver program

•	 making our own buildings more energy-efficient, saving over $1.3 million

•	 providing nearly 500 households with window shades and weather-proofing  
to increase comfort and reduce energy costs 

•	 saving 50% of the emissions from street lighting by upgrading  
to energy-efficient lights

•	 working with businesses through the Darebin Light$mart program  
to change nearly 10,000 lights to energy efficient LEDs

•	 providing energy efficiency information and education in community languages.
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We’ve identified nine key directions to take action 
in response to the Climate Emergency.

Climate Emergency mobilisation  
and leadership
The scale and speed of transformation needed to change our energy 
markets, our economy, our legislation, and our behaviour to eliminate 
and draw down greenhouse emissions requires a nationwide and global 
emergency response. Darebin Council will:

•	 Engage and partner with other councils 
and organisations to mobilise State and 
Federal Governments to declare and act 
on the climate emergency as soon as 
possible to meet the goals of this plan

•	 Support community groups to engage 
and take action on the Climate 
Emergency 

•	 Foster innovation that can be scaled up

•	 Build local engagement with climate 
emergency action broadly and deeply

•	 Convene a climate emergency 
conference to bring other councils, levels 
of government, organisations and the 
community together to identify strategic 
action and collaboration

•	 Undertake an organisational review of 
all Council programs and policies to 
ensure alignment with Council’s Climate 
Emergency commitment 

•	 Report back on our actions and key 
achievements.
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Energy efficiency
This is the first step in reducing emissions and has the added benefit 
of saving money and making homes and workplaces more comfortable. 
Under our plan Council will:

•	 Change more street lights over to 
energy-efficient LED lights

•	 Support retrofits to make homes more 
energy-efficient, including insulation, 
draught-proofing and efficient  
heating/cooling

•	 Ensure new Council buildings will be built 
to a high environmental standard, and 
existing buildings made energy-efficient

•	 Urge state government to improve 
rental properties

•	 Ensure a high energy standard for 
new buildings in Darebin through 
the planning process

•	 Extend the reach of the Green  
Business program to help businesses 
be energy-efficient

•	 Urge government to introduce 
standards, and planning and finance 
mechanisms to make buildings energy-
efficient and increase monitoring to 
ensure they perform to this standard.

Renewable energy and fuel switching
It’s crucial for us to get our energy from renewable sources that don’t 
produce greenhouse gas emissions. We will:

•	 Offer a no-up-front-cost solar program 
to households, businesses, schools and 
community organisations. Under this 
program the cost of panels can be paid 
back over time  through rates using the 
money saved on electricity (interest-free 
for pensioners and low income households) 

•	 Explore a program offering energy 
efficiency, solar and batteries for 
householders and businesses

•	 Offer bulk solar programs for businesses 
and homes

•	 Increase the amount of solar panels 
on Council’s own buildings

•	 Explore how we can purchase 
renewable electricity 

•	 Urge the government to set a target 
for 100% renewable electricity as soon 
as possible

•	 Phase out natural gas use from Council 
buildings and promote switching 
from gas to electric across Darebin.
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Zero emissions transport
18% of Darebin’s emissions come from transport. Under this plan we will:

•	 Improve the infrastructure for walking, 
cycling, and accessing public transport

•	 Review our fleet policy to upgrade 
to low-emissions vehicles

•	 Encourage and facilitate the use 
of electric vehicles

•	 Increase the car share network.

Consumption and waste minimisation
The rapid depletion of the earth’s resources and our waste problem are 
two sides of one coin: unsustainable consumption. Additionally waste sent 
to landfill is a small but important source of greenhouse gases. Council will:

•	 Investigate providing food waste 
collection services, so food waste does 
not go to landfill

•	 Give greater prominence to reducing 
consumption (including carbon intensive 
foods) in our environmental engagement 
strategies and programs

•	 Help the community to reduce waste 
through information, education and 
infrastructure 

•	 Urge government to adopt and enforce 
the highest levels of resource recovery 
and expand the product stewardship 
scheme to more products.
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Fossil fuel divestment
Taking our investments away from companies that extract and supply fossil 
fuels - and the institutions  that fund them - lets our money do the talking. 
Council will:

•	 Actively invest with fossil-free financial 
institutions within the bounds of our 
Investment Policy 

•	 Integrate Council’s Investment Policy 
and Fossil Fuel Investment Policy into 
one comprehensive policy

•	 Create awareness about divestment 
and related campaigns

•	 Urge government to divest from 
and phase out extraction and supply 
of fossil fuels in Australia. 

Adaptation and resilience
We are supporting communities to adapt and become resilient 
to the changes in the climate we know are already happening.  
Under the plan we will:

•	 Increase suitable tree canopy coverage 
to reduce the urban heat island effect 

•	 Support urban food production

•	 Apply standards through the planning 
process that equip new buildings to 
cope better with a changing climate

•	 Run education programs on retrofitting 
to adapt to extreme weather and support 
businesses to become more resilient

•	 Work with Melbourne Water to 
undertake flood protection works.
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Engaging the community
Council’s environmental engagement programs aim to empower our 
community to take action on the Climate Emergency. Under this plan 
we will:

•	 Develop a new Environmental 
Engagement Strategy consistent with 
our Climate Emergency commitment 

•	 Continue to provide information through 
events, workshops, e-newsletters

•	 Help individuals and groups influence 
governments 

•	 Expand the sustainable business 
program to support businesses to 
take up energy efficiency, solar and 
sustainable transport programs 

•	 Facilitate relationships between different 
environmental and community groups 
across Darebin to help them maximise 
their effectiveness.

Climate Emergency Darebin
Council is establishing Climate Emergency Darebin to accelerate sustained 
and meaningful action with the community (residents, businesses, education 
and other organisations) to reduce Darebin’s greenhouse emissions and 
embed community resilience to climate change. We will:

•	 Establish an interim advisory board in 
2017 to determine the most effective 
long-term governance model for Climate 
Emergency Darebin, for consideration by 
Council by February 2018

•	 Set up a Climate Think Tank 

•	 Implement the final model for Climate 
Emergency Darebin in 2018

•	 Provide ongoing support to Climate 
Emergency Darebin following 
establishment.
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274 Gower Street, Preston
PO Box 91, Preston, Vic 3072
T 8470 8888 F 8470 8877
E mailbox@darebin.vic.gov.au
darebin.vic.gov.au

CITY OF
DAREBIN

National Relay  
Service

TTY dial 133 677 or  
Speak & Listen  
1300 555 727 
or iprelay.com.au 
then enter  
03 8470 8888

Speak your 
language

T 8470 8470

“Failure to act now will haunt us till the end of time.”
Professor Ross Garnaut, Economist


